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which distinctly speak of Christ as finding his earliest
disciples in the neighbourhood and among the followers
of the Baptist. This being the case, we may presume that
the bulk of the first Christians received baptism from John,
and found themselves already enrolled in a Society, the
objects of which neither they nor perhaps the Baptist him-
self clearly understood, before they had ever seen the face
of Christ. The Acts of the Apostles affords many proofs
that the first Christians regarded John's disciples as
members of the Church, but imperfectly instructed.